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DECLARATION
OF FIDELITY TO THE POSITION OF THE FRATERNITY OF SAINT PIUS X
 ===========================================================
   
I undersigned,

recognize John Paul II as the legitimate Pope of the Holy Catholic Church.  That 
is why I am ready to pray publicly for him as the Sovereign Pontiff.  I refuse to follow him 
when he deviates from Catholic Tradition, particularly in matters of religious liberty and 
ecumenism, as well as reforms which are harmful to the Church.

I admit that the masses celebrated according to the new rite are not all invalid. 
However, because of the bad translations of the N.O.M. (the New Order of Mass), the 
ambiguity which favors its interpretation in a Protestant manner, and because of the 
many ways of celebrating it, I recognize that the danger of invalidity is very great.

I affirm that the new rite of mass does not formulate, it is true, any express 
heresy, but it “distances itself in an impressive way, in whole and in detail, from the 
Catholic theology of the holy mass”[1], and for this reason this new rite is bad in itself.

This is why I shall never celebrate Holy Mass according to this new rite, even 
under threat of ecclesiastical punishments, and I shall never advise anyone, in a 
positive manner, to participate actively in such a mass.

I lastly admit as legitimate and conform to Tradition the liturgical reform of John 
XXIII.  I receive therefore as Catholic all his liturgical books:  missal, breviary, etc., and I 
promise to use them exclusively, according to their calendar and their rubrics, in 
particular for the celebration of the mass and for the common recitation of the breviary 
[2].

I desire, by doing that, to manifest the obedience which links me to my superiors, 
as well as that which links me to the Roman Pontiff in all his legitimate acts.

Concerning the interpretation and the use of the new Code of canon law, I finally 
declare myself to be ready to follow the directives of my superiors [3].

Made at (place and date)

Signature:

* suppression made by Bishop Lefebvre;  Le Pointet [France]  27.6.83  [June 27, 1983 A.D.]

[1]  This quotation is taken from Cardinals Ottavianni and Bacci’s Intervention on the Novus Ordo 
Missae.

[2]  “Common” is crossed out in this “Declaration of fidelity” by Bishop Lefebvre.  The word “common” 
was supposed to be meant only for the public recitation of the Breviary by the members of his Fraternity.

[3]  It is inadmissible and immoral to oblige someone to take an oath on something that his Superiors are 
going to give directives about in the future!


